
  

 

 

Session Highlights 

Sugar Creek Presbyterian Church (USA) 

4417 Bigger Road, Kettering, OH 45440-1698 

937-298-3743 

sugarcreekchurch.org 

Staff 

Rev. Amy Duiker, Pastor 

aduiker@sugarcreekchurch.org 

Alisa White 

Administrative Assistant  

Alisa.White@sugarcreekchurch.org 

 
Erin Dickerson 

Director of Christian Education 

edickerson@sugarcreekchurch.org 

Brad Mattingly 
Director of Music & Technology 

brad.mattingly@sugarcreekchurch.org 

 

Stephen Estep 
Organist 

accompanist1975@gmail.com 

 

Traci Estep 
Custodian 

Session met in person on                   

November 19, 2025 

                    
 

• Removed the name of Margaret Ann Manville Cunningham from the roll due to her death. 
• Welcomed Steve Carr, Marsha Cope and Lynn Robinson into the membership of Sugar 

Creek Church 
• Active Roll = 170, Baptized Roll = 20 
• Reviewed the Treasurer’s Report and noted that through October, income was $306,477 

(which includes a $30k draw from reserves in July) and expenses were $289,001 yielding 
a balance of $17,476. 

• Heard & approved the Pastor’s Report 
• Ratified an electronic vote to authorize: 

o Collecting a mission offering at the 11/8 Presbytery meeting to go to St. Vincent de-
Paul 

o Youth to collect personal care items for St. Vincent dePaul 
• Approved Worship Commission items: 

o Spending up to $1000 from Memorial Gifts (302.121) for the purchase of 36 copies of 
Glory to God 

o Inviting members to provide dedications for the new hymnals by providing donations 
to the Memorial Fund 

o Inviting members to take dedicated copies of the blue hymnal 
• Heard a preliminary report of the stewardship campaign and reviewed some draft budget 

information 
• Continued the visioning conversation  

   

 

A publication of Sugar Creek Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 

Jubilee Christmas 

Please do not wrap the gifts. Join us Sunday, De-

cember 14th immediately following         worship. 

We will help our Jubilee families wrap their pre-

sents.  

Attach the Ornament you took with you to your un-

wrapped gift(s) .  

Please bring your unwrapped gift(s) to the church 

Longest Night Service 

A Longest Night service, sometimes known as Blue Christ-
mas, is a worship service held around the winter solstice to 
acknowledge the pain, grief, struggle, and isolation that we can 
sometimes experience during the holidays. Our service will be 
held at 5:30 pm on Sunday, December 21, the longest night of 
the year.  All are welcome.  Consider inviting someone who 
has had a difficult year to join you at this contemplative candle-
light service. 

 

Christmas Eve with Carols,        

 Candlelight, Communion and More 

Join us at 5:30 pm as we celebrate the 
fresh birth of hope, peace, joy and love in 
the Christ child.  We’ll retell the story that 
gives our story meaning and light up the 
night with our worship in praise of God’s 
good gifts.   

Advent and Christmas at Sugar Creek 

December 28 

Join us for an adapted lessons and carols-style service on the fourth day of 
Christmas as we keep the celebration going!  



  

 

Sue Weber, Moderator 
Dennis Bova 
Steve Craig 

Dave Hatfield 

Lois Milligan 

Vicki Penn 

Irwin Roberts 

Class of 2026 

Donna Courtney 

Wallace Neikirk 

Nora O’Toole 

Vacant 

Sue Weber 

Class of 2028 

Betty Hughes 

Alexis Patterson 

Class of 2027 

Tom Milligan 

Marge Morgan 

Terry Mundhenk 
Irwin Roberts, Leader 

Pam Schultz, Leader 

Susan Weber, Leader 

Lois Milligan, Minister 

Dennis Bova, Minister 

Nancy Hoover, Minister 

 

Connecting in Christ’s friendship 
 

Growing in God’s grace 
 

Serving where the Spirit sends 

Monday—Thursday 8:30 am—4:30 
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December Birthdays January  Birthdays 

December 

Anniversaries 

 

January 

Anniversaries 

 
Carolyn Reno 12/02 

Judy Halsall 12/03 

Jackson Tolman 12/03 

Cynthia Kemp 12/08 

Alisa White 12/10 

Tony Peters 12/11 

Erin Dickerson 12/12 

Naomi Schenck 12/24 

Ivette Betancourt 12/27 

Wallace & Margaret Neikirk 12/09/2000 

Sean & Patti Barrett 12/26/1987 

Ken & Dorothy Bowman 12/27/1997 

Terry & Ann Mundhenk 12/27/1969 

Ruth Fosberg 01/01 

John Case 01/04 

Susan Blair 01/04 

Phyllis Johns 01/06 

Simon Excoffon 01/07 

Haylee Shuster 01/07 

Kate Excoffon 01/10 

Cassidy McCullough 01/13 

Paula Maue 01/14 

Alexander Polete 01/14 

Tim Taulbee 01/14 

Christopher Schenck 01/24 

Kendra Peters 01/25 

Jack Riddell 01/29 

NO JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 



  

 

 Fellowship & Hospitality 
 

 

Thank you!   

Thank you to all those who helped in our hosting of the November 8 presbytery 
meeting.  We are grateful to those who spruced up the building and grounds, pre-
pared, purchased, donated, and served food, helped others to park or register, 
rang with the bell choir, or        
provided help and hospitality in 
other ways.  We could not have 
offered the welcome that makes 
Sugar Creek so special without 
YOU.    

Christmas card season is upon us!  The Fellowship Commission 

has decided to display the Christmas card mailboxes again this 

year in the Cove.  We will have a mailbox for all friends and family 

of Sugar Creek labeled by last name. The mailboxes will be      

present during Advent. 

This is a lovely way to share warm greetings to your church 

friends without the added cost of postage!  There will be Christ-

mas cards available in the Cove for folks who do not have cards at 

home yet would like to participate.  Also – if you have extra cards 

at home you would like to bring in, feel free to do so.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Betty Hughes or Sue Weber. 

 Attention Christmas Carolers!     

On Sunday, December 7
th
, following worship, 

everyone is welcome to join the deacons as we 

share the joy of the season with our homebound 

members.   

Join us as we eat a quick pizza lunch and    

separate into two groups who will visit 3-4      

locations and sing a few songs at each place.  

 This is a wonderful way to show your love to 

those who are unable to come to Sugar Creek.   

Please sign up on the bulletin blue sheet or con-

tact Sue Weber . 
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A Letter from the Pastor 

 

 

 

Dear Church, 

What’s your favorite Christmas memory and why? I was around 7 years old when I 

began to question my own belief in an unseen Santa Claus. My next oldest cousin 

was almost exactly 10 years older than I was.  That Christmas he secretly created 

a larger-than-life letter from Santa using a roll of white craft paper about a yard 

wide and a mile long and large, hand painted red and green letters.  It was signed 

by Santa and included a “bona fide” reindeer hoof print.  I found it leaning against 

our mailbox in a long cardboard mailing tube with a North Pole return address on 

it.  I don’t remember exactly what the letter said.  What I do remember is rolling it 

out in our upstairs hallway and having my doubts vanish like frosty breath on the 

air as I was caught up in the magic of Christmas.  That letter reconnected me to 

my faith that someone good and generous was at work in the world unseen.   

That memory is still so meaningful today mainly because I know the thoughtful-

ness and effort that went into it by my 17 year old cousin, David.  He took the time 

to share the joy and love of Christmas with me in an unexpected and delightful 

way.   

As an adult, it’s easy for me to drown the magic of Christmas in to-do lists, and to 

dismiss the connection of our childhood memories and our treasured traditions as 

having little to do with the real Christmas Story and much to do with our consumer-

ist tendencies.  But Jesus is God’s generous gift to the world to bring hope to 

those who sit in darkness, peace and wellbeing to a broken and fearful world, and 

joy to those who are weighed down by the pressures of this life.  He is a gift of love 

from the Source of Love.  I don’t want to miss the magic of the Gift of God’s Pres-

ence right here in the very stuff of life—in you and me… and all of us together.   

What’s your favorite Christmas memory and why?  How can we share a little more 

of the magic and generosity of spirit that this season is so beloved for?  How can 

we inspire faith that someone good and generous is at work in the world unseen? 

 

Bright blessings, 

Pastor Amy  

 



  

 

 Christian Nurture 

 

Calling All Angels: An Advent Study of 
Fearlessness and Strength 

Our Advent Study by Erin Wathen reminds us 
in anxious times like these that God has 
soothed fearful souls across the generations 
and still can today.  

 Adults are discussing the book Sundays at 9 
am and Tuesdays at 1 pm during the four 
weeks of Advent.  Youth are engaging the 
study at 9 am on Sundays.   

Join a group or grab the book for some individual study and devotion.  

Intergenerational Ministries– GIFT Christmas Party! 

Wednesday, December 10, 5:45 pm 

Don your most festive Christmas apparel and join us for our annual GIFT Christmas par-
ty.  We'll enjoy our regular meal together, plus carols, Christmas trivia and some creative 
fun for all generations.  Fill out the blue sheet or contact Erin Dickerson to sign up. 

  

 

Jubilee Intergenerational Wrapping Event  

 

 

Our youth invite you to join them after worship on December 14 to help our Jubilee 
parents wrap the gifts for their families.  Volunteers help to wrap one family's gifts at 
a time.  We'll begin with a pizza lunch and should be cleaned up by 2:45 pm. Fill 
out the blue sheet or contact Erin Dickerson to sign up 
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History Commission  

Stanley Aultz       Susie Berry Jane Jolly 

Ann Moore            Judy Halsall         Mike Moorhead 

 

 

By Jane Jolly 

 

      Deck the Door  

Wendy Mauch was our new Christian Education Director in December 2001. She introduced a 
Christmas Season activity she named “Deck the Door”.  Here was the plan as printed in the De-
cember 2001 Scribe: 

 

Each Sunday School class and the choir will be “decking their class door” with a different Christ-
mas Carol theme.  Join the “parade” on December 9  to view the children’s creativity  as they 
each learned about a different Carol that gives meaning to the season.  

 

Unfortunately, archives do not contain photos of the individual classrooms but this writer 
volunteered as a choir member to decorate the choir room door.  The 2

nd
 choir member 

who volunteered was Homer Hacker, a well known accomplished water color artist.  He 
definitely took this project to another level with his God given talent and I share my photos 
of this occasion and project with you.   

 

What Christmas Carol brings joy, hope, meaning to you at this Season?  

Merry Christmas from the History Committee 

 

 

 Homer Hacker and The Choir 
Room Door  

       

    Wendy Mauch  
"The Design Plan" as 

Sketched by Homer Hacker   



  

 

   Presbyterian Women 

 

Dorcas Circle meets the second Saturday of the 

month (unless otherwise noted) at 11:30 am for lunch 

at a restaurant of choice.  

The membership is made up of widows and friends. 

The purpose of this group is to offer support and      

assist in coping with the reality of their losses, to     

express the complex emotions that are within, and to 

form new relationships and social participation.  

Please contact  Judy Halsall for more information.  

Naomi Circle 

 

Naomi Circle meets the third Wednesday of every month at 10:00 am,      

September through May. 

The purpose of this group is Christian fellowship, Bible study and mission   

support.  This year’s study will be “The Older Woman”  by Elizabeth George.  

The first meeting will be September 17th. For more information, please      

contact Barb Rolfe.  

Dorcas Circle 

PW Winter Gathering 

 December 3, 2025 starting at 12 pm 

 

Please join us for Lunch, an ornament exchange       

(not to exceed $5.00), with fun and fellowship.  

Sign up on the blue sheet insert in the bulletin by       

December 1st 

Please see Denise Manley for more information. 
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 Financial Resources 

 

 
Rivers of Blessing:  Your Year End   

Giving and Pledges 

As you prepare to cross the threshold from 2025 to 
2026 (where has the year gone?!), it’s a fitting re-
minder to make sure you get your final gifts and of-
ferings for 2025 to the church by     December 28.   

If you’d like an update on your pledged giving, con-
tact the church office.  If you haven’t made a pledge 
to our 2026 Giving Campaign, “A River, Not a Reservoir”, you can mail in or bring in your pledge card 
or contact Alisa in the church office.   

Your pledges give our leaders the best information as they put together our ministry budget.  We are 
so thankful for the generosity of Sugar Creekers who contribute their drops to create the river of 
blessing that flows through our church and into the world.   

 

So What About The Blue Hymnals??? 

 
Last month, we shared that the Session had voted to replace the blue 1990 Presbyterian Hymnal 
with the purple 2013 Glory to God, The Presbyterian Hymnal.  This month we want to share the 
plans to rehome the now-retired blue hymnals. 
 
As the blue books were removed from the pews, members of the Worship Commission cataloged 
the dedications in 150 hymnals.  These books included dedications to about 35 different persons/
couples/families.  We know that these dedications have meaning to some in the congregation and 
want to provide the opportunity for individuals to have copies of books that are meaningful to them 
and the session has authorized distributing books to all who want them. 
 
Beginning on Sunday, December 7, a list of the hymnals with dedications will be available in the 
Cove.  Individuals are invited to indicate on the list the hymnbooks that they would like to have and 
members of the Worship Commission will see that the books are provided to them.  There is no lim-
it to the number of books that you may have.  If you are unable to attend worship, you can obtain an 
electronic copy of the list by emailing Marge Morgan at margemorgan56@gmail.com.  There are at 
least another 100 books scattered throughout the building that have not been cataloged.  If you are 
looking for a specific dedication not on the list, please let us know and we will do our best to find 
that book (no promises!).  You are also welcome to look for and take those hymnals if you can find 
them. 

Worship Coordination  

 

Christmas Poinsettias 

You may purchase a poinsettia for $13.00 no later than December 9th . Please 

contact the  church office for more information  

mailto:margemorgan56@gmail.com


  

 

 

New Members  

My name is Marsha Lee Garrett Cope and I was born in Zanesville, Ohio during a snowstorm on November 

28, 1950. My parents were friends with the owner of a funeral home and they went to the hospital  in a 

hearse. That may have put a damper on them having any more—I was an only child. I had a relatively normal 

childhood—I was a Brownie Scout in grade school, a cheerleader in junior high, and in high school, I was on 

a newly-formed dance team called the Devilettes.  

After graduating from high school, I attended the Zanesville branch of Ohio University for three years and 

sadly dropped out to get married. After a few years I had our first daughter, Allison, and three years later our 

second daughter, Melissa. Skip forward a few more years and their dad and I divorced. I started working at 

the Mason Public Library, where I would work for 26 1/2 years. In the meantime, my girls grew up and gradu-

ated from college. (They were smarter than their mother!) Allison from Otterbein University, and Melissa from 

Miami University. Fast  forward to now, both daughters married and each had two daughters of their own. So, 

I am the proud grandma of four amazing granddaughters and  I moved to Centerville to be closer—in my old 

age—to my daughter Melissa who lives with her family in Bellbrook. And that pretty much takes me up to the 

last few years when Steve Carr and I reconnected– we’re both from Zanesville—and fell in love.  

 

My name is Stephen Carr and I am from Zanesville, Ohio. I was baptized in my mom’s Lutheran church, con-

firmed in my dad’s United Church of Christ church, and was a Catholic for forty years. The Dayton area has 

been my home for over forty years. I have two married daughters, one in Philadelphia, the other in Cincinnati, 

and I am blessed with three grandchildren. I am enjoying retirement from law, while I focus on my American 

Revolution reading and my on again-off again book of taxation. You can find me at least two days a week vol-

unteering at Carillon Park. I used to golf regularly and collect Disney character stuff.  

I have arrived at Sugar Creek as my girlfriend, Marsha Cope, and I were searching for a new church. We only 

visited one church because we were made to feel so welcome here from our very first visit. We hardly made it 

into the church before we were welcomed by our soon –to-be fellow worshipers and made to feel we had 

found our new religious home. We both feel blessed to have found Sugar Creek Presbyterian! 

 

My name is David Moody—Born in Kettering, Ohio as the last of four, my family moved to Centerville where 
we attended school, graduating in 1981.  Joining the US Army, I was posted to Germany and then Ft. Lee, 
VA.  I then returned to school turning 30 in freshman year.  I earned my BS in Political Science, then  MA in 
International Relations.  Most recently I attended the University of Dayton to attain an MA in Religious     
Studies, focusing on Biblical scholarship.   

I am a husband of 25 years to Melissa and a father to my son Aaron and my daughter Samantha, 26 and 20 
years respectively.    
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 Stephen Ministry 

The joy of Christmas can turn into a time of painful 

loneliness and emptiness for those who have suffered 

a loss or who are going through a difficult time. But 

help is available.  

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide confiden-

tial, one-to-one Christian care. They will listen, care, 

encourage, pray with and for you, and support you through the holidays and as long 

as your need persists.  

If you or someone you know is hurting, find out more about Stephen Ministry by 

talking with one of our Stephen Leaders: Irwin Roberts, Pam Schultz,  Sue Weber.                            

Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!  

Thank you to the individuals for  recy-

cling cans to help support our youth 

ministry.  We collected $21.40 in the 

month of November.  

Youth News  

Recycling Cans 

If you would like to provide staff member(s) with a Christmas gift, there is a drop 

box and envelopes located outside the cove on the table at the top of the stairs.  

Please write the name of the staff member on the outside of the envelope and 

place in the slot.  If you would like to write a check, please make the check paya-

ble to the person it is for.   You can also mail your gift to the church to the atten-

tion of:  HR Commission, Alexis Patterson.  We would appreciate your gift(s) by 

December 21st.   

 Thank you in advance for remembering our amazing staff during the Christmas Season.   

Our Staff:  Erin Dickerson, Amy Duiker ,Stephen Estep, Traci Estep, Brad Mattingly, and Alisa White.  


