
 
 

SUGAR CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

Sunday, November 30, 2022  First Sunday of Advent  10:30 AM 
 Those who are able, please stand. 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

GATHERING MUSIC              Fidelis Servus  Dom Paul Benoit   
WELCOME AND SHARING OUR LIFE TOGETHER                Rev. Amy Duiker     

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  Bob and Denise Manley 
 

  Hope Is a Star Joel Raney 
Chancel Choir, Memorial Handbell Ringers, and Congregation 

 
 

Hope Is a Star 

 
Copyright 2022 Hope Publishing Company.  All rights reserved.   

 
 
In this season of Advent, we remember that Christ is coming to bring us hope.   
For those of us bound by bitterness and anger,  
Christ is coming to bring us hope.   
For those of us feeling trapped and misunderstood, 
Christ is coming to bring us hope.   
For those of us burdened with ceaseless worry, 
Christ is coming to bring us hope.   
For those of us whose lives feel out of control, 
Christ is coming to bring us hope.   
 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION   Leah O’Malley, liturgist 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON) 
In the days that have been, O God, we have walked along crooked paths strewn with our 
selfishness and greed, our prejudice, and our apathy. We confess that we have hidden from 
the light, from the light which exposes everything, the love and the hate, the good deeds 
and the harmful ones. On this day we admit to you our failings, where we have wandered, 
when we have not listened. We confess to you our sin. In the days to come, remind us of 
your love and grace. Show us your power to transform hearts and minds. Sate us with peace 
in our souls, that we will take peace into this war-weary world. In Christ we pray.  
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
A time for self-examination and silent prayer. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
We live in the Messy Middle, where Jesus’ coming and salvation are already and not yet.  These are 
Advent days we are living.  
We are assured that we are not alone.  We are promised grace, bread, and candlelight as we 
wait, watch, work, sing, and pray for you to birth something new in us and for us.  Come, 
Lord Jesus! 
 

 GLORY TO GOD                      Blest Be the God of Israel          GtoG #109 v1 
Blest be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free; who visits and redeems us, who grants us liberty. 

The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release; God shall fulfill that promise and bring the people peace. 
 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Liturgist: The peace of the coming Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.   

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC        O Come, O Come Emmanuel  Jason Krug 

Memorial Handbell Ringers 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON          Daniel 3:1-30 
Liturgist:  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied: 
Congregation:  O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you. 17 If we 
are thrown into the red-hot blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He 
will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. 18 But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it 
clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue 
you have set up. 
 

Liturgist:  The Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 



SERMON Advent Hope with Feet to the Fire Rev. Amy Duiker 
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS     
There is one body and one Spirit,  
just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all, 
who is above all and through all and in all. 
 

      STATEMENT OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

  
DEDICATING OURSELVES TO THE WAY OF JESUS 
     OFFERING AND OFFERTORY                  Voluntary No. 2                                         John Stanley 
   DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

(to the tune of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
 HYMN        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel           GtoG #88 vv 1, 3, 7 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  
     INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
     GREAT THANKSGIVING 
          The Lord be with you.  
          And also with you.   
          Lift up your hearts. 
          We lift them to the Lord. 
          Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
          It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Blessed are you, Breath of Hope…we join in the Advent prayer of all your people:  O come, 
Emmanuel.  And as we wait and watch for your coming among us, we pray for your Spirit.  Make 
us, while many, one.  Make us, though broken, whole.  Make us, despite death, alive.  And 
so we pray: Come, Lord Jesus, come.  Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of 



the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen.   
     WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
     WE COMMUNE TOGETHER 
In celebrating the Lord’s Supper, it is our privilege to serve one another.  In offering your neighbor the tray of bread, 
say, “The bread of life for you.”  In offering your neighbor the tray of juice, say, “The cup of salvation for you.”  We 

will wait until all have been served and commune together. 
COMMUNION MUSIC          Andante Espressivo                                                                   Hedwige Chrétie 

                                                      A Song in the Morning   Gilbert M. Martin 
 
     PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (UNISON) 

We thank you, God, for breaking into our world and pouring into our lives and our 
experiences.  We thank you, God, for this meal of thanksgiving and the stories of 
courageous love, grace, and hope that it tells. Amen. 

 
BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD IN THE WORLD 

 

 HYMN  My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout GtoG #100 
 

 CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 

 POSTLUDE                                      Alleluia, Sing to Jesus                                          Mark Sedio 
 

The Prayer of Confession is written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’.  Used with permission. 
  

Alisa White 
Administrative Assistant 

937-298-3743 
Alisa.White@sugarcreekchurch.org 

  
Stephen Estep 

Organist 
937-463-3495 

accompanist1975@gmail.com 
  

Traci Estep 
Custodian  

Rev. Amy Duiker 
513-504-9721 

aduiker@sugarcreekchurch.org 
Erin Dickerson 
Director of Christian Education 
513-886-2773 
edickerson@sugarcreekchurch.org 
  
Brad Mattingly 
Director of Music & Technology 
513-435-4580 
brad.mattingly@sugarcreekchurch.org 

4417 Bigger Road, Kettering, OH 45440   937-298-3743 sugarcreekchurch.org  
Church Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday 8:30 am—4:30 pm  
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Sunday School for Children and Youth 

Advent Devotional/ Study 

Youth are doing the same devotional as 
adults.   

Children will explore the season of Advent 
through discussions inspired by the            
devotional.    

Youth and Children will be participating in the 
Advent study in age appropriate ways.  

Friends of our homebound members and joyful singers 
are invited to share the love of Jesus!   

Join us Sunday, December 7th following worship for a 
pizza lunch and opportunity to see faces you haven’t 

seen in a long time!   

 In addition, you will sing Christmas carols & share the 
hope of the season.   

Please sign up on the blue sheet or contact Sue Weber if 
you can attend.  

 

PW Winter Gathering 

 December 3, 2025 starting at 12 pm 

Please join us for Lunch, an ornament exchange       

(not to exceed $5.00), with fun and fellowship.  

Sign up on the blue sheet insert in the bulletin by       

December 1st 

Please contact Denise Manley for more information.  

 

Fellowship Commission 

We are asking for donations of unused 

Christmas Cards. The cards will be used 

to help with out churchwide sharing of the 

season with each other.  

Donations can be left on the table in      

The Commons.  

For more information, please see         

Sue Weber or Betty Hughes.  

 



  

 

Advent Devotional / Study –  

Calling All Angels: An Advent Study of Fearlessness 
and Strength by Erin Wathen. 

Step into Advent with this captivating study and devo-
tional, where angelic encounters come to life, echoing 
the timeless message of overcoming fear. 

Books can be used as personal devotion or in group 
studies.  

Studies will take place Sunday mornings 9a -10a              
and Tuesdays 1p -2p at the church. 

You don’t have to go through difficult times alone. Our Stephen Ministers are ready 

to provide you with confidential, one-to-one, Christian care and support to help you 

get through a tough time. So don’t keep it all inside and struggle alone through the 

holiday season. Our Stephen Ministers are there to care. 

To find out more about Stephen Ministry, talk with Irwin 

Roberts, Pam Schultz, or Sue Weber.  

 

 

Youth Ministry!! 

Youth Collection of Urgently Needed Items for Women’s and Family Shelter 

During the month of November, our youth will be sponsoring a church-wide collection of the         
following urgently needed items for                         
St. Vincent de Paul’s Women and Family Shelter: 

Deodorant, Toothpaste, Razors (Men & Women) 

and Shaving Cream, Washcloths, Baby Formula. 

Items can be put in the collection bin in the        

Commons   

Please do not wrap the gifts. Join us      
Sunday, December 14th immediately 
following worship. We will help our  
Jubilee families wrap their  presents. 

Attach the Ornament you took with 
you to your unwrapped gift(s) . 

Please bring your unwrapped gift(s) to 
the church and place in the coat room 
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