
  

 

 

Session Highlights 

Sugar Creek Presbyterian Church (USA) 

4417 Bigger Road, Kettering, OH 45440-1698 

937-298-3743 

sugarcreekchurch.org 

Staff 

Rev. Amy Duiker, Pastor 

aduiker@sugarcreekchurch.org 

Alisa White 

Administrative Assistant  

Alisa.White@sugarcreekchurch.org 

 
Erin Dickerson 

Director of Christian Education 

edickerson@sugarcreekchurch.org 

Brad Mattingly 
Director of Music & Technology 

brad.mattingly@sugarcreekchurch.org 

 

Stephen Estep 
Organist 

accompanist1975@gmail.com 

 

Traci Estep 
Custodian 

The Session met in person on            
May 20, 2026. 

                    

 

 
• Reviewed the treasurer’s report that showed that income through April was 

$151,295 (which includes a $60k bequest) and expenses were $117,482 yielding a 
surplus of $33,183. 

• The balance sheet lists assets of $1,139,602 and liabilities of $183,205. 
• Approved that Greenmont Elementary School be designated our mission partner for 

Generations Summer Camp and that we collect school supplies for them. 
• Approved the Confirmation Class curriculum for next year, “Changing the World: 

Confirmation for the Missional Church”.   
• Authorized a request for a wedding. 
• Called a Congregational Meeting following worship on June 14 for the purpose of 

electing new officers. 
• Conducted a ZOOM consultation with Kim & Eric Seiberling from Broken Sheep, 

LLC and agreed to engage them for a 2-day site visit at a cost of ~$2000. 
• Had a conversation about employee benefits 
• Heard a report from our Presbytery Commissioner. 
  

   

 

A publication of Sugar Creek Presbyterian Church (USA) 

More details inside... 

Summer is for 

Gathering... 

MAG Open House 



  

 

Sue Weber, Moderator 
Dennis Bova 
Steve Craig 

Dave Hatfield 

Lois Milligan 

Vicki Penn 

Irwin Roberts 

Class of 2026 

Donna Courtney 

Wallace Neikirk 

Nora O’Toole 

Vacant 

Sue Weber 

Class of 2028 

Betty Hughes 

Alexis Patterson 

Class of 2027 

Tom Milligan 

Marge Morgan 

Terry Mundhenk 
Irwin Roberts, Leader 

Pam Schultz, Leader 

Lois Milligan, Minister 

Dennis Bova, Minister 

Nancy Hoover, Minister 

 

Connecting in Christ’s friendship 
 

Growing in God’s grace 
 

Serving where the Spirit sends 

Monday—Thursday 8:30 am—4:30 pm 

Our newest class of elders and deacons begins their service July 1st 
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June Birthdays July Birthdays 

June 

Anniversaries 

 

July 

Anniversaries 

 

Tom Milligan 06/01 
John O'Malley 06/03 

Gwen Dickerson 06/08 

Leah O'Malley 06/10 

Brad Mattingly 06/11 

Jackie Luther 06/13 

Joan Miracle 06/13 

Ginny Eissler 06/16 

Jane Jolly 06/18 

Jeanne Rhinehart 06/18 

Denise Manley 06/19 

Christopher Johns 06/21 

Marlyn Ladd 06/23 

Christopher Jolly 06/24 

Nancy Hoover 06/25 

Rob Schultz 06/26 

Pat Rhinehart 06/28 

Pamela Schultz 06/28 

Joe & Carolyn Reno 06/05/2016 

Bob & Denise Manley 06/07/1975 

John & Leah O'Malley 06/07/1997 

Dan & Michelle Gouge 06/23/1990 

Bracy & Abby Elton 07/05/1997 

Mark & Betty Hughes 07/13/1985 

 

Ann Moore 07/01 

Barbara Neyhouse 07/01 

Benjamin Kreitzer 07/01 

Marge Morgan 07/03 

Deacon Allen 07/04 

Wallace Neikirk 07/04 

Margaret Neikirk 07/10 

Lori Marcus 07/12 

Chenoa Courtney 07/19 

Elizabeth Worthen 07/20 

Sean Barrett 07/21 

Mary McCullough 07/21 

Nicholas Mundhenk 07/21 

Janice Studebaker 07/23 

Helen Gowdy 07/25 

Kim Stevens 07/26 

Barbara Rolfe 07/27 

Karen Johns 07/28 



  

 

 

  

Kirkmont Camp Mail 

Kirkmont camp season is upon us!  Our campers LOVE receiving mail at camp! 

If you would like to send mail, you can do so two different ways: 

 

- Erin will be hand delivering mail to Kirkmont on June 14.  If you would like her to de-

liver your camper mail, please bring your letters or cards to the church by the end of 

worship on Sunday, June 14! Be sure to include the camper's name and the camp 

they are attending on the envelope. 

- Send a card or letter through the postal service to: 

 

Camper Name 

Camp 

Kirkmont Center 

6946 Co. Rd. 10 

Zanesfield, OH 43360 

 

 

June 14-20 - PYC Sr. Camp  

Colton Dickerson 

Gwendolyn Dickerson 

Claire Duiker 

Owen Duiker 

Maddi Haddox 

Haylee Shuster  

 

June 14-20 - PYC Jr. Camp  

Jonah Haddox 

Cora Mattingly 

Jayne Mattingly  

 

 3 

 

A Letter from the Pastor 

 

 

 

 

Dear Church, 

 As we move closer to our nation’s 250th birthday, I find myself reflecting on the meaning 
of freedom. Freedom is one of the deepest values in the American story. We are grateful for 
the freedoms many before us sacrificed to protect and expand— freedom of speech, freedom 
of worship, freedom to vote, gather, work, dream, and live without fear. These are precious 
gifts, and gratitude for our country is entirely appropriate for Christians. Love of country can be 
a good and faithful thing. 

But as followers of Jesus, we are also called to remember that there is another kind of freedom 
— a deeper freedom — that no nation can give and no government can take away. The free-
dom Christ offers is not simply the freedom to do what we want. It is the freedom to live and 
love like Jesus. 

Scripture tells us, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free” (Galatians 5:1). Yet the freedom 
Paul describes is very different from the kind our culture often celebrates. American freedom 
tends to focus on individual rights and personal independence. Freedom in Christ focuses on 
release from the things that enslave us: fear, bitterness, pride, sin, shame, selfishness, and 
even death itself. One freedom says, “No one can tell me what to do.” The other says, 
“Because I belong to Christ, I am finally free to love, serve, forgive, sacrifice, and live with cour-
age.” That difference matters. 

Sometimes American Christians unintentionally blend these two freedoms together, assuming 
that both are about personal liberty. But the gospel consistently points us somewhere greater. 
Jesus did not die to make us independent people. He died and rose again to make us new 
people. The freedom of Christ often looks less like autonomy and more like surrender. 

It is the freedom to forgive when resentment would be easier. 
The freedom to love neighbors who are different from us. 
The freedom to care more about truth than winning arguments. 
The freedom to endure hardship without losing hope. 
The freedom to put others before ourselves because we trust that our lives are secure in God’s 
hands. 

In a divided and anxious world, Christians have an opportunity to bear witness to this greater 
freedom. 

As we celebrate our nation’s history over the next year, may we do so with gratitude and humil-
ity. May we give thanks for the blessings of our country while remembering that our ultimate 
hope is not found in the United States, but in the kingdom of God. May the people around us 
see in us something deeper than patriotism alone — a joy, peace, generosity, and courage that 
can only come from Christ. 

Because the truest freedom is not found in independence.                                                        
The truest freedom is found in depending on God. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Amy  



  

 

Presbyterian Women will not be holding a rummage 

sale this year, and they are grateful for the many ways 

our congregation continues to support their ministry. 

Even though the sale isn’t happening, there are still 

several meaningful places where gently used items can 

make a real difference in the community. 

Donations may be taken to St. Vincent de Paul,     

Goodwill and Planting Seeds.  If you prefer a pickup 

option, Vietnam Veterans of America offers home     

collection and can be reached at 800-535-3834.   

Thank you for considering these organizations as you 

pass along items that can bless others. 

Summer Gatherings… 

 

GIFT Intergenerational Summer Camp             June 1-4, 5:45-7:45 pm                                     

All ages and stages are invited to join us for “Appreciate These Things,” a four-day 

gathering inspired by Appreciate These Things: Eight Ways of Cultivating Compas-

sion by Jill J. Duffield and grounded in the call of Philippians 4:8 to dwell on what is 

true, honorable, just, pure, pleasing, commendable, excellent, and praiseworthy.  

We’ll share food, fellowship, faith formation, and fun as we explore these qualities 

through scripture and in our own lives. Join us – and ask someone to join you! 

Presbyterian Women’s Spring Gathering- We will be gathering on Wednesday, 

June 3 at noon in Fellowship Hall. All women are invited to join us for lunch, work on 

a Church World Service Mission Project and fellowship.  Please sign up on the blue 

sheet by today if planning to attend.   

We are planning pre-worship coffee hour starting June 14th and continuing through 
the summer.  Mark and Betty Hughes will make the coffee. There is a sign-up sheet 
in the cove for people to volunteer to bring refreshments. 

We are looking into some scheduled walks at some of the retirement communities 
we have members residing at. 

We have our annual Dayton Dragons game scheduled.  Details closer to the 
date.  Pam Schultz already has the tickets if you have further questions. 

We would love to have some additional activities, so if you are an enthusiast of an 
activity (such as cornhole/trivia/euchre tournament) and want some Fellowship Com-
mission wrap-around support to make that happen, please contact Betty Hughes at 
bettyhughes106@gmail.com  
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Midweek Mug! 

 

School Supply Drive  

We are kicking off a school supply drive for Greenmont Elementary during our 

Generations Summer Camp.  The drive with run throughout the summer.  Our 

goal is to collect 20 complete sets of supplies.  Please note that some items are 

brand specific.  During Generations Summer Camp, we will be decorating pencil 

pouches for the supplies which fulfill that need.   

Brand specific if listed 

1. Crayola crayons                      7. Fiskars Safety Scissors 

2. Crayola thin markers               8. pencils, only Ticonderoga (Dixon) pencils 

3. Crayola thick markers             9. Any wired headphones  

4. Elmer's glue sticks                  10. Tissues 

5. Expo Dry Erase Markers thick  11. Lysol Wipes 

6. Expo Dry Erase Markers thin    12. Clorox Wipes 

 

 

 LIKE COFFEE? LIKE TO TALK? OR NOT? 

 

      We are starting a new midweek coffee fellowship 
this summer on Tuesday, June 9!  

The "coffee shop" will be open from 9-11 AM in the 
Commons Tuesdays, and everyone is welcome.    
Advertising will be done, so that community members 
hopefully, will want to join us also.  

We will be serving a Fair Trade Organic Breakfast 
Blend from our Denomination's coffee program, and 
we will have extra bags to purchase if interested. 
Hope to see you there - it should be relaxing and   
enjoyable!  

Any questions, please call Barb Neyhouse at        
937-287-7334. 

 

mailto:bettyhughes106@gmail.com


  

 

A View From the Bench    By Stephen Estep  

Someone had to be the first person to write for the newly invented piano, and Lodovico Giustini (1685-

1743) was the guy; he wrote 12 sonatas that were published in 1732. Several of the movements are boiler-

plate and not terribly inventive, but a couple stand out—a sarabande and a jig. The sarabande was origi-

nally a peppy Spanish dance song, described by one Jesuit priest as “so loose in its words and so ugly in 

its motions that it is enough to excite bad emotions in even very decent people.” By the time it got into the 

hands of Bach and other Baroque composers, it had become rather tame and placid, so you don’t need to 

worry too much about restraining yourself during the service.  

Speaking of lively dances, though, the French composer Charles-Valentin Alkan wrote an etude (a study 

that tackles a particular technical problem) in 1840 that uses some Caribbean syncopations. That’s really 

unusual for its time, and it’s been theorized that he met someone who had traveled to the Americas and 

returned to Europe with some new rhythms in tow. I just found out about this catchy number and decided to 

make it a summer challenge.  

Paul Creston, who lived from 1906 to 1985, was the son of Sicilian immigrants, and largely self-taught as a 

composer. Rhythmicon, a 10-volume collection of 123 short piano pieces, illustrates his genius for rhythm. 

His harmonies are very Impressionistic, influenced by people like Debussy, but his rhythmic styles have the 

drive of jazz and popular music, and the result is a vigorous, all-American sound. One of the Rhythmicon 

etudes, ‘Salve Regina’ (Hail, Holy Queen) is unusually gorgeous and will make a nice prelude. Creston 

was an organist as well, and the ‘Prayer’ from his Suite for Organ will also appear. Fun fact: when he was 

composing, he would smoke coffee grounds to stay awake. Which I am going to try one of these days! 

The scripture reading on June 21 is from John 21, where the resurrected Christ asks Peter if he loves Him, 

and it’s a good opportunity to create a dramatic arc with the selections. Ruth Gordon will be joining me in 

several duets, leading us on a journey with Peter: Handel’s ‘I Know That My Redeemer Liveth’, ‘I Need 

Thee Every Hour’, ‘Victim Divine, Thy Grace We Claim’, and finally, Bach’s ‘My Heart Ever Faithful’. I strug-

gled with whether or not that last one was fitting, but in the end, Peter’s heart was faithful, and even when 

our hearts are not, we are held by One whose heart always is.  

At the end of the month, a young local musician, Owen Brockman, will be here as a guest artist. He studies 

French horn with a friend of mine that I accompanied several years ago. I did a recording with Owen in the 

church last year, and let me tell you, the sanctuary really likes the French horn! We’ll do a movement from 

a Mozart concerto for the prelude and then switch to some bluegrass for the special music and postlude. 

Owen is also a fantastic banjo player and is in a trio with his brother and father; they play in the area sever-

al times a year, so keep an eye out.  

On June 14, I get a rare chance to play an Advent-related piece in the middle of the year, since the reading 

is from Luke 2, where the devout Jews, Simeon and Anna, meet the Christ child. Simeon famously says, 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace.” Latin settings of this 

text are known by the first two words, “Nunc Dimittis”, and the prelude will be an organ version of Rachma-

ninoff’s choral setting from his gorgeous All-Night Vigil. The offertory will be familiar: the theme is from Dvo-

rak’s New World Symphony, and it became quite famous as the melody for the song ‘Goin’ Home’. And it’s 

a good excuse to use the chimes.  

Blessings!  
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 Financial Resources 

Have You Taken Control of Your Health Today? 
 

We have great news! Sugar Creek Presbyterian Church will be hosting a Life 
Line Screening event on June 19, 2026. Life Line Screening is extending a dis-
counted offer to all Sugar Creek Presbyterian Church members. Please call the 

telephone number below to schedule an appointment.   

Sugar Creek Church members have a special opportunity to invest through the 

Presbyterian Church Investment & Loan Program (PILP), which is currently offering 

a 30 month fixed rate of 3.00% APY. With a minimum investment of just $100, this 

program makes it easy for individuals and families to participate, no matter the size 

of their portfolio. It’s a simple way to strengthen your own financial future while   

supporting the wider church. 

Every dollar invested helps fuel the growth of mission and ministry across the PC

(USA), allowing congregations and ministries to thrive. By choosing PILP, you’re 

not only earning interest—you’re also contributing to the work and witness of the 

church in communities near and far. 



  

 

History Commission  

Stanley Aultz       Susie Berry Jane Jolly 

Ann Moore            Judy Halsall         Mike Moorhead 

 

 

By Jane Jolly 

 

A LOOK BACK  -  EVENTS 

Part 1 

As the United States observes its 250th anniversary this year, the archives of Sugar Creek Church show that the con-
gregation participated in events, under the guidance of Jean Lamb, to celebrate the Bicentennial of our country 50 
years ago in 1976.  A poem was composed (writer unknown) for the occasion. 

LET’S CELEBRATE 

 

Let us contemplate 

        the America that was... 

          and thank God for the men 

        and women who built her 

 foundation.      

 

Let us contemplate 

       the America that is… 

         and praise God for her  

           strengths while we mourn 

      her weaknesses. 

 

Let us contemplate 

           the America that can be… 

         and ask God to show us 

       where we fit in. 

 

Entitled Sugar Creek Salutes the Bicentennial, June 4 was to REFLECT. 

Events were “Women in the Revolution” by the American Association of University Women, “Where Do We Go 
With Freedom?” by Chester A. Roush and Community Singing followed by a Social Hour. 

June 5-REJOICE, began with an Opening Ceremony by the Flag Pole, Entertainment, Exhibits, Ice Cream Social and 
Sweet Shoppe, a 5 pm dinner, “The Groaning Board”, and concluded with a Square Dancing Exhibition. 

June 6-RENEW, Pentecost Sunday included Communion, a Bicentennial Sermon, Special Music by the Celtic       
Choristers, Reception of the Confirmation Class and a Social Hour with the cutting of the Bicentennial Birthday 
Cake.   

 

 

Jean and Bob Lamb 
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Missionary Air Group Open House 

 
Saturday, June 6

th
, 3-5 pm – Fellowship Hall 

Connect with Carmen and Sean Garrigan and family and 
hear the latest on Missionary Air Group’s (MAG) ministry 
while they’re in town.  MAG is one of the organizations we 
support with our annual mission giving. Light refreshments 
will be served.    

 
Midweek Games  

 

Let’s play!  All are invited to play dominoes (or bring 
your own game!) on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of the month at 10 am.  All are wel-
come, so invite a friend to join you!  Contact Janice 
Simmons if you plan to attend.  

Session Invites Broken Sheep Consulting to Visit 
  

At their May meeting, session met with Kim and Eric Seiberling of Broken Sheep, LLC 
and voted to engage them in a weekend assessment visit on June 27 and 28 to help 
develop systems and tools for us with achievable relational, missional, and online  
outreach in our specific context.  

 As a pastor in the United Methodist Church working regionally with revitalizing 
churches and new church development, Kim has benefitted from observing what 
works and doesn’t in over 400 churches.   

Eric is a marketing exec with skills in and knowledge of technology, marketing and 
communications.  They combine their skills and experience with a heart for small and 
medium sized churches, offering customized systems and tools for purposeful growth 
in the 21

st
 century.    

Visit brokensheep.com for more information.  Additional details about the visit will be 
available soon.  

 


