
 SUGAR CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

Sunday, September 6, 2026  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  10:30 AM 
 Those who are able, please stand. 

 
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 
GATHERING MUSIC       Regina Angelorum                                    Hedwige Chretien  
      
WELCOME AND SHARING OUR LIFE TOGETHER        Rev. Amy Duiker 

 
INVITATION TO SILENCE 
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP (RESPONSIVE) Marge Morgan, liturgist 
People of God, open your eyes! Look around! 
The presence of our Lord Jesus Christ is here—among us and within us. 
God’s salvation is close at hand— 
nearer than you know. 
So open your hearts and minds to the Spirit. 
Let’s worship God together! 
 
 HYMN   Morning Has Broken  GtoG #664 
 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION  
  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (RESPONSIVE) 
Merciful God, You call us to turn away from behaviors and attitudes that belong to the darkness, to 
live honest and transparent lives as children of the light. We confess the times when we have failed, 
giving in to our darker thoughts and desires; and acting in ways that did not bring honor to Your 
name. 
 

Lord, in Your mercy, forgive us. Teach us how to live as children of the light. 
 

You call us love one another, to put the needs and interests of those around us above our own; to 
love others as deeply as we have been loved by You. We confess the times when we have failed, 
allowing our own desires and interests to take precedence over the needs of others. 
 

Lord, in Your mercy, forgive us. Teach us how to love as we have been loved. 
 

You call us to deal honorably with one another, even those who have hurt or offended us; to work 
through our disagreements with love and integrity, and so to build up the Body of Christ. We 
confess the times when we have failed, finding it easier to simply walk away from hurtful 
relationships, or to talk behind people’s backs rather than to their faces. 
 

Lord, in Your mercy, forgive us. Teach us how to live with love and integrity. Give us 
hunger to know You more, so that we may do Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory 



of Your name.   
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
A time for self-examination and silent prayer. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (RESPONSIVE)   
Turning away from darkness and toward the light is not something we do once, but is a daily 
posture as a response to God’s grace in Jesus Christ.   
Thank you, God!  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and freed to live in the light. 
 
 GLORY TO GOD                  Glory Be to the Father                   GtoG #581 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 
 PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Liturgist: The peace of the risen Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.   

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                 “Adagio from 'Concierto de Aranjuez'”                          Joaquin Rodrigo 

John O'Malley, English horn; Stephen Estep, piano 

  
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Psalm 119:33-35, 40)      
 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON          Romans 13:8-14 
 

     Liturgist:  The Word of the Lord. 
     All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON Wake Up and Put On Love Rev. Amy Duiker 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

INVITATION TO SILENCE 
 
 HYMN  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  GtoG #377 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Worshipers are invited to speak their name and briefly share joys and concerns as we pray with and for one another. 
After each request, the pastor will say:  Lord, in your mercy. 

The congregation responds:  Hear our prayer. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 



evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  
DEDICATING OURSELVES TO THE WAY OF JESUS 

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY    O Christ, Thou Lamb of God                             Paul Manz 
 DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION     

          Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow     GtoG #606 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD IN THE WORLD 

 
 HYMN Arise, Your Light Is Come! GtoG #744 
 
 CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 
 POSTLUDE            My Heart Rejoices                                             David Paxton 
 

 
The Prayer of Confession is from the re:Worship blog. 

 
The Key Deacon for September is Barb Neyhouse (937-287-7334). 

Contact the Key Deacon for Congregational care needs. 
 
 

Do you need prayer? 
One of our members gifted in praying for others will be in the Archives Room just off the back of the sanctuary 
immediately after worship.  They will be available to pray with individuals or a small group about whatever is on 

your heart.  If you'd like prayer, come to the Archives Room immediately after worship ends.  If the door is closed, 
someone is already receiving prayer and our "designated prayer" will invite you in shortly.   

All prayers are confidential.   
 
 
Rally Day is Coming… 
Join us after worship on September 13th for an ice cream social and ministry fair! It’s a sweet chance to 
gather, reconnect, and celebrate the many ways God is moving in and through Sugar Creek. Come catch up on what 
God is doing at Sugar Creek and how you can be a part of it. 
 
Make a Joyful Noise - Join our Chancel and Handbell Choirs! 
If you like to sing, whether in the car, the shower, the karaoke bar or just at church, we'd love to have you join the 
Chancel Choir! It's a perfect opportunity to have some fun and make music together! We rehearse Sunday mornings 
at 9:15 am.             
                                                                                                                                                                                   
If singing isn't your thing but you'd love to still see what making music in an ensemble is all about, we'd love to have 
you join our Memorial Handbell Ringers! Some dexterity and coordination are required but you don't need to read 
music to participate! Join us directly after worship for our rehearsals!        



 

We want your photos of our life and ministry together!  
Almost everyone has a camera in their pocket these days, and we want to capture and share more of what makes 
Sugar Creek great - YOU!  It's usually not possible for staff to take pictures of our events and gatherings while 
they're working, so if you enjoy taking pictures of people, we invite you to get into the habit of snapping a few shots 
(both posed and candid) at anything where Sugar Creekers are serving, fellowshipping, learning, or even worshiping 
(being careful not to distract from the reason we are gathered).  Send photos to Pastor Amy or to Alisa White, and 
we may use them on our website or social media or in future print publications.  If you'd like to commit to doing 
this for us on a consistent basis, sign up on the blue sheet. 

**New** Adult Bible Study Sunday mornings & Tuesdays @ 1 pm 
This year we'll be learning together about Daniel and the 12 minor prophets.  Understanding the role of prophetic 
literature in shaping faith is essential for disciples at any time. Daniel explores God's plan for the end of the earth 
and humanity and the shorter prophetic books address the massive change people of faith encountered in the eighth 
century BCE; led by Pastor Amy and other members; beginning September 20 & 22. Books are available in the 
Cove for a suggested donation of $10. 

 
 
 
 
 

Alisa White 
Administrative Assistant 

937-298-3743 
Alisa.White@sugarcreekchurch.org 

  
Stephen Estep 

Organist 
937-463-3495 

accompanist1975@gmail.com 
  

Traci Estep 
Custodian  

Rev. Amy Duiker 
513-504-9721 

aduiker@sugarcreekchurch.org 
Erin Dickerson 
Director of Christian Education 
513-886-2773 
edickerson@sugarcreekchurch.org 
  
Brad Mattingly 
Director of Music & Technology 
513-435-4580 
brad.mattingly@sugarcreekchurch.org 

4417 Bigger Road, Kettering, OH 45440   937-298-3743 sugarcreekchurch.org  
Church Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday 8:30 am—4:30 pm  
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This Week @ Sugar Creek 

Sunday, September 06, 9:15 am -Choir Practice   

Sunday, September 06, 9:45 am –Coffee Fellowship (last One)  

Sunday, September 06, 10:30 am –Worship Service and Nursery Care 

Sunday, September 06, 11:30 am –Schultz and Ou Church Reception 

Sunday, September 06,  11:30 am –Handbell Practice 

Monday, September 07, -Labor Day/ Church Office Closed 

Tuesday, September 08, 1 pm – Kettering Kickers 

Tuesday, September 08, 5 pm – Miami Valley Pipes & Drums 

Wednesday, September 09,  10 am –Dominoes & Games 

Friday, September 11, 7:30 pm –AA Meeting 

Saturday, September 12, 11:30 am –Dorcas Circle 

Sunday, September 13,  9:15 am –Choir Practice 

Sunday, September 13, 10:30 am —Worship and Nursery Care 

Sunday, September 13, 11:30 am –Handbell Practice 

Sunday, September 13,  11:45 am –Rally Day! 

 

 

Mission Outreach Opportunities: 

Love Packages is an organization that collects Christian materials and distributes them to  

people around the world to learn about God.  We will be collecting items for them until Rally 

Day, Sunday, September 13. Please place your unwanted items on the table in the fellowship 

hall near the door to the parking lot. 

Items to be collected:  
 
Sunday School curriculum, Christian authored books, Magazines, Devotionals, Bibles, CDs 
and DVD’s -no cassettes or videos 



  

 

 

 

September  Birthdays September Anniversaries 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Join other Sugar Creek members who serve dinner at St. 

Vincent de Paul Family/Women’s Shelter on the              

1st Tuesday and the 4th Sunday of  each month.  We send 3 

individuals each time and you will be with others who have 

experienced it before.  We have a good time serving and 

interacting with the staff, guests, and each other at the 

shelter.  There is an online background check and         

materials to review online to become certified to serve.                          

If  you are interested or have any questions email Mark 

Hughes at hughesmark106@gmail.com.  Sugar Creekers 

who are currently certified to serve are listed below.  Reach 

out to any of  them to give you an idea of  what their      

experience has been like. 

Mark Brunn, Karen Cassedy, Amy Duiker, Lisa Ellison, 

Ruth Gordon, Dave and Michelle Hatfield, Mark Hughes, 

Dave Johns, Marge Morgan, Terry Mundhenk, Nora 

O’Toole, Michael Penn, Rob and Pam Schultz,               

and Christina Suppo.  

Lee & Alissa Shuster 09/10/2004 

Brad & Michelle Arrowood 09/15/2000 

Steve & Cherie Craig 09/19/1970 

Jason & Carrie Tolman 09/20/2008 

Tim & Jeannette Myers 09/23/2006 

Nancy Henry 09/02 

Katie Neef 09/04 

Carrie Tolman 09/05 

Bentley Barrett 09/06 

Joe Reno 09/08 

Cate O'Malley 09/09 

Donna Courtney 09/12 

AJ Johns 09/12 

Mark Jolly 09/18 

Nathan Excoffon 09/19 

Carolyn Franklin 09/22 

Dan Gouge 09/23 

mailto:hughesmark106@gmail.com
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